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Pentecost Sunday/ May 11, 2008
“The Spirit’s Gifts”

1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

Pastor Wayne Zschech
“Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.”


What do the Holy Spirit and moms have in common? Give up? Both the Holy Spirit and moms play a major role in shaping us into the person we are today. Since it’s Mother’s Day, let’s start with Mom. While today we may offer our moms a variety of gifts; from flowers, to chocolates, to a pancake breakfast downstairs or a piece of jewelry that is almost as priceless as she, it has been our mothers who have offered us a variety of gifts over the years.

Mind you, I’m not talking about the kind of gifts she wrapped up and gave us on our birthday or pulled out from under the Christmas tree. Those toys have long since been broken and clothes outgrown, and even the jewelry is likely to be stored in a safe place but rarely worn. The best gifts mom bestowed upon us are the gifts you can’t wrap with paper, ribbon and bows.


Honesty is a gift my mother bestowed upon me. Mom never said anything she didn’t mean, which one time translated to if I didn’t get my hair cut that day she really was going to shave a reverse Mohawk down the middle of my head. She was a woman of her word and expected her children to be the same. Telling the truth was treasured more in our home than gold, silver, or straight A’s on your report card. 


Mom gave us the gift of integrity by modeling faith driven actions in her life. Mom modeled what it meant to be a person others could count on to do the right thing, and guided her children to be the same. 

Compassion is another gift mom gave both to us and modeled for us. By her selfless giving to the needs of others she showed us the joy in giving of ourselves to the needs of others.

Indeed, there are a great many gifts my mom and yours have given to us over the years. And today we remember and honor her for giving us these gifts that we will treasure all the days of our lives long after today’s flowers are wilted, chocolates eaten, and cards recycled or placed in a scrapbook. 


Today is also Pentecost. It is the day the Christian Church celebrates the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the living Christ upon the disciples and the people gathered in Jerusalem for the festival. It is day we celebrate how in Holy Baptism, the Holy Spirit is poured out upon us, giving us a number of gifts as well. We are given the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and reverence of the Lord, and the spirit of joy in God’s presence. 


Just as Mom has given us gifts that we hold on to and use throughout our lives so too the Holy Spirit offers lifelong gifts for the sake of gospel. Paul describes them in his letter to the Corinthians. He also clarifies that while the Holy Spirit offers a variety of gifts, not everyone receives all of them in the same proportion. Some have the given the utterance of wisdom and others that of knowledge. Some are given the gift of faith and to another the gift of healing. One is given the gift of working miracles and to another that of prophecy.  Some are given the gift of discernment of spirits, to others are given various tongues and to others the interpretation of tongues.

This was an important distinction for Paul to make since many of the Christians in Corinth were acting like children on Christmas morning who think one gift given on Christmas morning was the best gift to receive over against all the others. Can you imagine the scene? All the gifts have been given and unwrapped and one child proclaims to his brothers and sisters, “I got the best gift of all this Christmas because I got this! Your gifts are nice, but they’re not as great as mine. In fact, because Mom and Dad didn’t give you a gift as great as mine, maybe they don’t love you as much as they love me.”

I know this sounds a bit extreme, but it was in fact how many of the Christians in Corinth felt with respect to the gift of speaking and interpreting tongues. According to them this gift of the Holy Spirit was the crown jewel of all the gifts given and if you didn’t have this one your very faith in Christ was held suspect. To be a true disciple meant you had the ability to speak in tongues. Unfortunately, even today this perception exists among certain Pentecostal Christians who might look down on us “poor” Lutherans who typically lack the ability to speak or interpret glossalalia, or the speaking in tongues.


Paul makes the purpose of the Holy Spirit’s gifts clear. The Spirit’s gifts aren’t hierarchical. They aren’t to be ranked for the one thing that connects them one to the other is the same Holy Spirit. Each one is needed for the good of the body of Christ. All the gifts are needed in order for the body to work as God intends us to live and work.

Personally, I don’t get too hung up over the fact I’ve not been given the gift of speaking in tongues by the Holy Spirit. I’ve witnessed it first-hand and have been in awe of the person’s passionate connection with God. It is like witnessing a person express their greatest thanks and joy to the person who literally just saved their life. 


I don’t get upset because I focus on the fact that same Spirit has given me the gift of wisdom and understanding as well as knowledge and the fear of the Lord. It is because I have these gifts that I choose to use them for the equipping of the saints of the congregation for the work and ministry of the gospel as a local parish pastor. I use my gifts of the Spirit so that God’s kingdom work might get done not just by me, but through my equipping the congregations I serve to do the same.


So if we have been given these gifts of the Spirit, how do we intend to use them? I know there have been gifts I’ve been given in my life that I have yet to use. And unlike certain gifts that I’ve yet to figure out how I might ever need to use them, there are some that would greatly enhance my life if I would just make the effort to release them from their boxes and learn how to use them.


What are your gifts of the Holy Spirit? Do you use them or know how to use them? How has the Spirit of the living Christ given you particular gifts to do the work and will of God in the world in which you live? Part of what today is about is celebrating not only the pouring out of the Holy Spirit, both at Pentecost and at our baptism, but also celebrating the gifts of the Spirit we’ve been from those waters. They were not intended to be gifts we hid away in the bottom drawer of our life’s closet. 

They were meant to be shared as a blessing to others with whom we lived in community as well as the world. Mom didn’t give us the gift of honesty, integrity and compassion just for our sake. She gave these gifts to us so we might be a blessing to the people of our family and community in which we lived. The Holy Spirit is no different when it comes to giving gifts for the sake of God’s Kingdom breaking into our world. Once we have discovered and discerned what our gifts of the Spirit are, we are meant to use them all the time. 
