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Christmas Eve/ December 24, 2008

“A Seriously Ridiculous Incarnation”

Luke 2:1-20

Pastor Wayne Zschech
“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.’”
There are a lot of emotions that are a part of Christmas. Children are eager and excited about what gifts they might receive on Christmas morning. Joy fills the hearts of those gathering with the ones they love. Husbands are anxious whether the gift they bought their wives will be one she likes. Moms worry about, well, everything so let’s not go there. But Christmas usually ends with happiness for a day filled with smiles, laughs, and good cheer shared by one and all.
But this Christmas there are other emotions as we come to celebrate the birth of Christ; fear being at the top of the list. Some are afraid they may not have a job for long. Others have lost their jobs and are afraid of not finding another soon enough. Retired seniors are afraid their fixed incomes will be lowered or run out sooner than planned. Times are tough economically, and we’re afraid of how it will affect our lives in the future if it hasn’t already.
Some families are afraid for the lives of loved ones stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other parts of the world where their lives are at risk. And despite whether you voted for President Elect Obama or not, everyone in our nation and around the world is chewing their nails wondering how his administration will address the various crises both at home and abroad. Like the shepherds, we too are afraid. In one way or another, we too, fear for our livelihood, if not our lives or the lives of loved ones this Christmas.

And in the midst of our fear we hear the angel proclaim, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.” In the midst of our fear the angel brings good news. A savior has been born. Unto us the Son of God has been given.  He is the Messiah, the Lord, who will save us from what we fear most – death. Now that’s some seriously good news, I don’t care who you are, as Larry the Cable Guy might say.
And yet, the way in which the Son of God becomes incarnate, in the flesh, and truly human is not the way most of us would have imagined it, let alone the Jews living in Israel at the time. In fact, if we look at the Nativity of our Lord we might even say that the way in which God came into this world to save all people was seriously ridiculous.
Rather than to a married woman the Son of God is born of a virgin teenager engaged to be married. That’s seriously ridiculous. Rather than to a family of power and prestige Jesus is born into the home of a common builder and mason. That’s seriously ridiculous. Rather than being born in the city of Jerusalem, the center of power and authority he is born in Bethlehem, the small town in the sticks outside Jerusalem. That’s seriously ridiculous. And instead of being born in a palace the Messiah is delivered in a stable, wrapped with bands of cloth rather than silken garments, and lain in a feed trough instead of a crib. That’s seriously ridiculous. 

The list goes on. That it is shepherds rather than more prestigious religious figures who are the first to be told of the Savior’s birth is seriously ridiculous. That it is they who would be the first to proclaim the birth of the Messiah rather than the religious heralds of the day is seriously ridiculous. 
That he would grow up in the hillbilly town of Nazareth where nothing good ever comes is seriously ridiculous. That he would choose fishermen, a tax collector, and other questionable followers as his closest disciples is seriously ridiculous. And finally, rather than overthrow the occupying Roman powers and the corrupt religious authorities that supported them he dies on a cross to save us from sin and death. That may be the most seriously ridiculous truth of Jesus’ life of all. 

Yet, despite all of these seriously ridiculous aspects of Jesus’ life, in the end it is God who raises him from the dead so we need no longer fear death or any of its manifestations in our lives. The angel was right. We don’t need to be afraid, for unto us a Savior has been born, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
Maybe that’s why this story of Jesus’ birth is so important for us to hear in our lives. It reminds us that God doesn’t work things out the way we would. God’s ways are seriously ridiculous ways of providing life and hope in the midst of death and despair. But they are the only ways that can be trusted, because they are the only ways that have been proven over and over again throughout history. 

In the midst of whatever fears we bring to the stable this night we embrace the seriously ridiculous yet faithful response God has given of a babe born in a manger to a betrothed teenage girl whose first heralds are smelly shepherds. The story of Jesus’ birth reminds us over and over again that God’s good news of hope and joy oftentimes comes in the most seriously ridiculous ways. 

It also reminds us that the God who created both the heavens and the earth became one of us. In Jesus, God became flesh and lived among us. The creator became the creation and knows what it is like to experience the challenges and fears we bring to the stable and table this night. And to we who are afraid of what the new year may bring God speaks to us through angels, shepherds, and a woman who ponders all of it in her heart. Do not be afraid. – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
