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3rd Sunday After Pentecost/ June 1, 2008

“A Life Founded On Faith”

Matthew 7:21-28

Pastor Wayne Zschech


“Everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house upon a rock.”

Many years ago when Kate and I lived in Montana we would travel through Wisconsin during the two and half day trip. Along the way we saw billboards and the exit for The House of The Rock attraction. Until yesterday I had no idea what it was. Apparently, back in the 1940’s a man named Alex Jordan discovered a 60 foot chimney of rock in the beautiful Wyoming Valley and decided that would be an ideal location to build a retreat home. 
Today that house is an architectural marvel for all to see. One of its more interesting features is the Infinity Room, which juts out 218 feet over the forest floor and gives viewers from inside the illusion of foolishness. Yet, despite what appears foolish to the naked eye is really a structure so sound it has prevailed against the winds of tornadoes, the snows of blizzards, and the pelting rain of a Midwest thunderstorm for the last half a century. All because it’s built on a rock. 
This is the point Jesus is trying to make in today’s gospel passage from Matthew. Faith is more that just what we do in the name of Jesus. It is more about why we do what we do. What is the basis for our actions? What is at the foundation of our acts of faith?

If you’ve never heard of Eugene Petersen’s paraphrase translation of the Bible entitled The Message I commend it too you. It’s not a study Bible, but meant to be a way to convey God’s word so the hearer gets involved in God’s stories of faith found from the beginning of time. Listen to how Petersen tells the story found in today’s gospel.

“Knowing the correct password – saying “Master, Master”, for instance isn’t going to get you anywhere with me. What is required is serious obedience – doing what my Father wills. I can see it now – at the Final Judgment – thousands strutting up to me and saying “Master, we preached the Message, we bashed the demons, our God-sponsored projects had everyone talking.” “And you do know what I am going to say? You missed the boat! All you did was use me to make yourselves important. You didn’t impress me one bit. You’re out of here!

“These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on a solid rock. Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit – but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock. 
“But if you used my words in Bible studies and don’t work them into your life, you are like the stupid carpenter who built his house on a sandy beach. When the storm rolled in and the waves came up it collapsed like a house of cards.”
So what is Jesus saying? Is being a Christian or a disciple of Jesus just about living according to the Commandments? After all, Moses invited the parents of Israel to “put these words of God in their heart and soul, and to bind them as a sign on their hands, and fix them as an emblem on their forehead. They were to teach them to their children, talking about God’s commands when they were at home and when they were away, when they lie down and when they rise. 

Isn’t this what we have parents promise to do when they bring their child to be baptized? Today we’re going to ask Jeff and Jessica Martinsen if it is their intention to bring Juliana to the services of God’s house, teach her the Creed, Commandments, and Lord’s Prayer, place the Scriptures in her hands, and provide for her instruction of the faith. But is simply knowing the Commandments and doing good works in Jesus’ name what it means to truly be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ?

Jesus and the apostle Paul both say, No. Paul reminds the people of Rome and us that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”. It’s not about knowing the right password or looking good before others under the guise of Christian righteousness. Our relationship with God is not made right by the actions we do, but by the act Jesus did for us on the cross. We are justified by faith and not by works of the law or the church. It is a faith founded on the rock of the risen Christ that saves us from sin and death. 


Jesus is talking about what lies at the foundation for our faith rather than the beautiful windows, doors, custom molding and other features that one might be enamored by in a mansion. Can you imagine building a multimillion dollar home like some of the ones in this area of New Jersey on the beach in Ocean City, Stone Harbor or Wildwood? They’d look great at first, but come the first big Noreaster and I guarantee you it won’t last very long. 

The same goes for our faith. We can “look” like Christian very easily. All we have to do is go to church on Sunday, help out in Sunday or Vacation Bible School, donate to the pantry and give generously in the offering plate an during special appeals. If you’re a pastor you might develop a mega-church by preaching basically a theology of glory that most people want to hear rather than a theology of the cross that is difficult to bear.

Jesus makes it simple. Building your house of faith first has to start with the foundation. If it isn’t built on the rock of the resurrected Christ then it doesn’t matter how good your house of good works looks, in the end it just a house of cards. And when the winds of suffering and the rain of tears come our way it won’t be a faith that will stand up to that which afflicts us. 


Jesus’ words are foundational words. They are words we need to work into our heart so that we are changed not just by the outward actions of our lives, but from the inside out. Stephen Curtis Chapman sings a song about “The Change” wherein the person has all the right Christian paraphernalia to indicate he is a Christian but deep down he doesn’t experience the difference believing in a risen Christ makes in one’s life.


If you want to know what that does look like talk to a widow or a widower who has lost their spouse, yet clings to the promise of new life God offers to all those joined to Christ. Talk to a person who after being crushed by divorce has experience the love of another again. Talk to a person who was rejected by one set of peers only to be claimed by others as their best friend. Talk to a person who is diagnosed with a life threatening disease, yet continues to plant flowers they may never see bloom.

On what is the foundation of our faith laid? What compels us to do the good works in Jesus’ name that we do? If it is simply so that others may think well of us or so our own image may be heightened we better watch out for the next storm. But when we work the words of God in Christ into our heart then there isn’t a storm that can knock our house of faith down, because we’re standing on Christ, the solid rock. 
