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Second Sunday of Christmas/ January 4, 2009
John 1:1-18

Pastor Wayne Zschech


“All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all the people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”


Today marks the Tenth day of Christmas. And the gift we Christians get is a second Sunday to celebrate the nativity of our Lord. But rather than focus our attention on a babe lying in a manger today we are transported elsewhere. With the gospel writer John’s prologue we move from a story with angels and shepherds and a mother and child to the beginning of all time and creation. 

It isn’t a silent night that John describes as the beginning of the gospel of Jesus, the Son of God. Instead it is the beginning of creation itself when from the darkness the Word of God calls all things into being. The babe who lies in a manger is also the one who from the very beginning was with God. A star may have shone down on the stable that first Christmas, but the one on whom it shines is also the one who called the light into being at the very beginning.

Now we all know the story of creation from the book of Genesis. And if you’ve ever read C. S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia: The Magician’s Nephew you would read how C. S. Lewis would tell a similar story in the creation of the world of Narnia.  It’s a beautiful story where Aslan, the great lion, literally sings creation and life into being. Here are few lines just to give you the idea. 
“In the darkness something was happening at last. A voice had begun to sing… Its lower notes were deep enough to be the voice of the earth herself. There were no words. There was hardly even a tune. But it was, beyond comparison, the most beautiful noise ever heard… Then two wonders happened in the same moment. One was that the voice was suddenly joined by the other voices; more voices than you could possible count. They were in harmony with it, but far higher up the scale; cold, tingling, silvery voices. The second wonder was that the blackness overhead, all at once, was blazing with stars… One moment there had been nothing but darkness; next moment a thousand, thousand points of light leapt out – single stars, constellations, and planets brighter and bigger than any in our world… The new stars and the new voices began at exactly the same time… and that it was the First Voice, the deep one, which made them appear and made them sing… The eastern sky changed from white to pink and from pink to gold. The Voice rose and rose, till all the air was shaking with it. And just as it swelled to the mightiest and most glorious sound it had yet produced, the sun arose.”
Lewis goes on in the story to share how it is a lion, the great lion Aslan, whose voice it is that gives life to Narnia. He literally sings life into being from the grass that pools out beneath his feet to the flowers and trees that spring forth from the ground with the change in pitch of his song. Finally, the animals are created by his singing voice and when they have all gathered around the Voice that created them, the great Aslan breathes on them the breath of life. And in the deepest wildest voice anyone could ever hear said, “Narnia, Narnia, Narnia, awake. Love. Think. Speak. Be walking trees. Be talking beasts. Be divine waters.”

I share this allegory of creation with you for a reason. Sometimes we forget that the Son of God didn’t show up in the history of our salvation two thousand years ago in Bethlehem. The gospel writer John reminds us the Son of God has been a part of our story from the very beginning of time and beyond. “What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all the people.” He reminds us the same Word that was with God who called, or sang, all things into being, has called us into being too. He is the light that no darkness has overcome, and never will.
Ironically, today is also the day before children and youth go back to school and many parents and adults go back to work from a week of vacation time. For some it may seem like a time of darkness. We go back to projects that are due and reports or proposals to be written. We go back to the chaotic schedules of our lives we remember from before the holidays and may wonder if anything has really changed. What is the new life that awaits us in 2009? Will it be any different than 2008? How will the light overcome the darkness of our lives and our world?
The answer is, of course, He already has. Just as in the beginning the Word conquered the darkness by singing forth light into existence the Son of God has conquered the darkness of death by his resurrection. This is good news to those who have lost their jobs due to the economic crisis and are waiting for the light of new life to shine in the shadows of unemployment. It’s good news to those who are ill and are waiting for the rays of health and wholeness to shine in their world of dim despair.
Maybe the most important thing for us to take with us into the new year is the simple fact and truth that God has been with us from the very beginning and will be forevermore. No matter how bad things get, Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us. He is with us when we get laid off and with us when we start the new job. He is with us when the doctor gives us the test results and all along the course of treatment. He is with us when in our world it seems as if all chaos has broken loose and calls a new life of order and peace to our lives.

Next week these trees of light and glory and the ones in our homes will no longer be standing. Like so many other signs of Christmas that adorned the windows of stores and the streets of town the story of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem will wait for another year. But today John reminds us that as the Word of God, Jesus the Son, has always been with us from the very beginning of creation and will be to the end of time. As we journey into January and the season of Epiphany we look for the signs of God’s grace and life manifested in the ordinary. And when we take the time to listen to the voice of the Word of God singing to us the promise of new life we then trust that God truly is with us. 
