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19th Sunday After Pentecost/ October 7, 2007
“Living Our Legacy of Faith”

2 Timothy 1:1-14

Pastor Wayne Zschech


“For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.”


What legacies have you received in your life? What legacy do you hope to pass on? Some may have received a legacy of academic excellence nurtured by a strong education system. In turn we do our best to provide the best opportunities for our children to have a strong education so they might excel in academics, which hopefully will lead to a fruitful career.


Others may have received a legacy of financial security. The hard work and financial wisdom of one generation is passed on to the next. We teach our children how to be fiscally responsible, and hopefully bless them with an inheritance after we are gone so they will be “taken care of”.


Other legacies might include the importance of family gatherings on a regular basis, cooking special meals for special occasions, certain recreational activities like fishing, hunting, sewing, knitting, painting, woodworking, or a love of music and the arts. The point is each generation passes some form of legacy to the generations that will come after them.


And this includes our faith. In Paul’s second letter to Timothy he writes of the legacy of a sincere faith, “a faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice,” Paul writes, “and now, I am sure, lives in you.” Our faith and trust in the living Christ is also a legacy that has been passed to us and that we are to pass on to those who come after us.

In fact, it is a legacy each and every parent promises they will in fact pass on when they bring their child to be baptized. Along with living among God’s faithful people, bringing them to worship, teaching them the Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and Commandments, and placing the Holy Scriptures in their hands, parents are to nurture their child in faith and prayer so that they may learn to trust God. Parents are to be models of the gospel faith so that in time their children might also have a living faith in the God who raised Jesus from the dead to new life.

It is this legacy of faith passed on through the family that the all-woman Christian group, Sweet Honey In the Rock remember in “I Remember, I Believe” when they sing,

I don’t know how my mother walked her trouble down.

I don’t know how my father stood his ground.

I don’t know how my people survived slavery.
I do remember that’s why I believe.
The faith these women sing of is a faith that not only sustained them in adversity, but gave their parents and their people the ability to bear witness to the truth of the gospel. It was a born of a spirit of power and love and self-discipline from the Holy Spirit that was living in them and now lives in us.

This is why Paul describes the faith of Timothy’s grandmother and mother as a living faith. It is not an academic faith. Lois and Eunice were likely not necessarily biblical scholars. The faith Lois and Eunice passed on to their son and grandson was a living faith in the risen Christ. It was a dynamic faith that influenced how they lived every aspect of their life. And in a time when Christians were being imprisoned and even executed for their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord it was a faith that gave them hope and courage in the midst of suffering and death of the new life promised in baptism.

This is why Paul reminds Timothy to “rekindle the gift of God that is within you through the laying on of my hands; for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.” Even though Paul writes these words from prison because of his proclamation of the gospel, that Christ was raised from the dead, he encourages Timothy to not be ashamed of testifying to that gospel. 

Instead, he is to boldly proclaim it and live it by the power of the Holy Spirit that is living in him and all who have been baptized. For it is his legacy of faith that in the end will not only sustain him in the midst of adversity, but assures him of the true and good treasure of eternal life entrusted to the one who is the author of new life, God in Christ.

The question and challenge for us might be this. Which legacy that we leave our children is the one we trust will ultimately lead them to a life worth living? Will a legacy of a strong and excellent education guarantee them of such a life? Will a strong financial portfolio or trust fund guarantee them of a life worth living? 

Can any of these or other legacies we leave the next generation be more valuable or important than a legacy of faith that trusts in the God who conquered death with the resurrection of Jesus? If not, then what are the challenges of faith we face today that call us to live out of the spirit of power and love and self-discipline poured out upon us in baptism rather than a spirit of cowardice that leaves us ashamed?
Let me offer an example. This week I and other clergy and political leaders of District 6 attended a meeting hosted by the New Jersey Regional Coalition. Their goal was to bring a greater awareness of the disparity of affordable housing and education in this District, and to get our commitment to do something about it.

A big part of the problem, as they understand it, has to do with regional contribution agreements, or RCAs. The Coalition is calling for the elimination of RCAs, which is a loophole in the Fair Housing Act that allows wealthy communities to pay other towns to take on their affordable housing. By doing so, these communities are keeping the poor out of their towns and centralizing those with low income in the poorest of towns such as Camden city.
In an August 26 article of the Courier Post Joe Roberts writes, “RCAs allow affluent municipalities to sell off half of their affordable housing obligation to cash strapped urban communities. The wealthy “sending” towns in a regional contribution agreement pay another town to assume its low and middle-income housing and the urban “receiving” communities take the money because they need it.” Roberts goes on to write, “By allowing a municipality to cut its affordable housing obligation in half, RCAs make it challenging and sometimes impossible for working New Jerseyans with modest incomes to live in the suburban communities where they work.” 

So how do our communities fare in this issue? According to 2003 statistics if each municipality were to have 100 percent of their affordable housing obligation Collingswood had 110%, Oaklyn 128%, Haddon Township 64%, Voorhees 32%, Cherry Hill 25%, and Haddonfield 26%. Camden City on the other hand had almost 3.5 times the amount of its obligated affordable housing. 

How will the legacy of a living faith we have been given impact how we respond to this disparity in our midst? God did not a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. It is a spirit that lives in us and is not ashamed of our testimony of the Lord, even if it means risking the false sense of securities the world has convinced us we need to create and insulate our lives. 
We have been baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have been given a legacy of a living faith that says in the midst of adversity, suffering and death we trust in and cling to the treasure of eternal life won through the resurrection. Death, and our fear of it, no longer holds sway in our lives. 

Instead, we will live by the legacy of the living faith that sustained our fathers and mothers, sisters, and brothers who have come before us in the faith. And it is this living faith we will pass on to our children and generations who come after us.  In the words of Paul, “Guard the good treasure entrusted us, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.”

